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The Red Cross  
In Our Community 

Leading the Region 

Debi Meeds – Regional CEO 

“Today, tomorrow, and every day after that, the 
American Red Cross will be be helping those who 
are hurting.” ~ Debi Meeds

As we reflect on the past year, we know by looking 
at the numbers, the Red Cross in southern Missouri 
has made a positive impact in the lives of thousands 
of people in our communities. While it is important 
to talk about the numbers, we see the impact daily, 
reflected in the faces of those who have received 
assistance during their time of need. 

They are the faces of our neighbors who lost 
everything in a home fire. The children who would 
be cold and hungry if not for the kindness of a Red 
Cross volunteer who got up in the middle of the cold, 
dark night to bring a blanket, providing help and 
hope for each individual or family.

Through the power of volunteers and the generosity 
of our donors, we are there. Today, tomorrow, and 
every day after that.  

Disaster Relief and Recovery 

When a disaster threatens or strikes, the Red Cross is 

there. This year we responded to 740 local disasters, 
providing 2,915 affected individuals with emergency 
food, shelter and supplies. Of those who received  
assistance 977 were age 18 and under.

Armed Forces Emergency Services 

The American Red Cross has a worldwide network 

that reaches service members wherever they are to 

communicate a birth, death, illness, or to provide de-

briefing or counseling services. This service was 

provided for more than 1,500 people in our region 
this year. 

Disaster Preparedness & Safety Education 

Because being prepared can make your family and

community safer, we trained or touched 14,737 
individuals in the community through disaster 

education outreach and more than 1.5 million people 
through digital reach. The Red Cross continually 

emphasizes the three steps to prepare for an 

emergency. Make a Plan, Build a Kit, and Keep 

Informed! 

From first aid, CPR and AED training to swimming 

and lifeguarding, American Red Cross programs help 

people lead safer and healthier lives. This year, 

1,8215 individuals learned lifesaving skills through

classes offered by the chapter. 

Volunteer Services 

We depend on volunteers of all ages and 

backgrounds to carry on our work. Volunteers 

constitute 97 percent of our total workforce, serving 

as members of the board, instructors teaching 

lifesaving skills, disaster responders, office 

administrators, event organizers and more. 

This year more than 2,000 volunteers made the

work of the region possible, contributing 160,000 

hours, for a contribution estimated at 3.5 million 

dollars. 

More information about all Red Cross Services can 

be found at www.redcross.org 

A word of thanks

Every day the American Red Cross prevents and alleviates 

human suffering in the face of emergencies by mobilizing 

the power of volunteers and the generosity of donors. Every 

year thousands of families in our 40 county region are 

devastated by disaster in many different forms. Whether it 

is a house fire, flooding or tornadoes the Red Cross is there 

to provide help and hope.  

When a Red Cross volunteer responds to a home fire they 
are prepared to give a credit card, loaded with a donation, 
customized to provide for the needs of each individual 
affected.

"We were in nighties and barefoot. The credit card saved 
us, for we had no shoes or clothes. We are so thankful for 
you and support from the Red Cross" said one gentleman 
of the help he and his wife received after their home 
burned to the ground.

"My family too was blessed by the Red Cross on the night 
of our house fire...the volunteers that came to us that night 
were angels! Even after 2 1/2 years, it brings me to tears 
with a thankful heart for having the Red Cross there as the 
first step of our healing after the fire" was the post from 
another member of the community who shared a thank you 
on the Southern Missouri Red Cross Facebook page.

We are honored to be able to support those who need us, 
after disasters big and small, with donations of time and 
money from our community of volunteers and donors. 
Thank you for your continued support of the Red Cross, 
we couldn't do what we do without you. 




